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vations on the Conduct of Great- Bri- 

tain, Sc. being chiefly” deſigned as 

an Anſwer to my firſt, Letter on the 
pretended Project of a TRUCE, it may be 
thought incumbent on me to juſtify what I 
have written ; for though this Piece (which 
conſiſts of nothing but Jnconſiſtencies, Con- 
tradictions, Prevarications, and downright 
Falſhoods) is already funk into that Con- 


1 * late Pamphlet, intitled Ob ſer- 


tempt, which it deſerves; yet when a pri- 
vate Perſon launches into Politicks, it is 


: 
n 
* 


his Duty to pay ſome Regard to an Adver- 


ſary, who produces the leaſt Marks of Au- 
 thority, however mean and deſpicable his 
Performance may be thought. 
Tux Shortnels. of Time will, I hope, ex- 
cule any little Inaccuracies of Stile, or tri- 
vial Miſtakes, which I may happen to fall 
into through the Courſe of this Diſquiſition, 
Which every Body will perceive required 
Haſte. & A 
B I SHALL 
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I SHALL paſs over all his little Sophiſtry 


on the Freedom of Writing, as well as his 


dirty Imputations of Libelling, Diſaffettion 
and ill Deſigns againſt the Government 
(thoſe trite, worn out Topicks of every 
wretched Scribbler againſt you for aboye 
theſe two Years paſt) and come directly to 
the Points, upon which the whole Streſs of 
his Arguments, ſuch as they are, depends. 

THE firſt Objection, which he under- 
takes to confute, is the ſuppoſed Inactivity 
of our Squadrons, and the Depredations 
committed by the Spaniards upon our Mer- 
chants in the Weſt Indies. 

IN order to do this, he hath given us, 
what he calls, the Inſirut:ons to Admiral 
Hofier, and the other Commanders of our 
Squadrons in thoſe Parts. 

I SHALL not enquire from whom he re- 
ceived theſe Lights; though it ſeems very 
extraordinary that a little obſcure Pampble- 
teer ſhould be favoured with Papers, of ſuch 
a private Nature, as have been fometimes re- 
fuſed, even upon Applications in Parlia- 


Ment. 


Ne1THER will I offer to diſpute whether 
theſe Inſtructions are genuine and authentick ; 
though there are ſeveral Things in them, 
which have a ſuſpicious Aſpect. By the firſt 
Orders given to Admiral Hoſier, it looks as 
if Thoſe, who ſent him, did not underſtand 


the Service they ſent him upon; for they di- 


rect 


AS 
rect him to block up the Flota and Galleons 
in the Port of Cartagena, which is indeed 
a proper Port to look for the Galleons in; 
but the Flora was never there, ſince the 
Spaniards traded to that Country. By the 
ſecond Inſtructions they ſeem to be ſenſible of 
their Miſtake, by giving him diſtin& Orders 
to take Care of the Flora, which makes it 
probable that, at firſt, they took the Flora 
and Galleons to be the /ame Fleet, and did 
not know-/that one came from Peru, and the 
other from Mexico. | 
| Ne1THER can I ſee the Reaſon for pre- 
ferring the Galleons, in theſe Iuſtructious, to 
the Flota ; for if keeping the Spaniſh Trea- 
ſure from going Home, was the Intent of 
that Expedition, the Flota was as material 
an Attention as the Ga//eons, having as much 
Money aboard them, and both might have 
been intercepted, had our Fleet been rightly 
ſtationed at firſt, vi. in the Bay of Matan- 
Sas in the Iſland of Cuba, where they might 
have ſtayed more conveniently than at the 
Baſtimentos. 

IN DEEP ſtopping the Flora is made the 
next Point to ſtopping the Galleons ; but 
_ conſidering the Port, from whence it comes, 
and the Courſe it ſteers, it was almoſt im- 
poſſible that a Squadron lying at the Baſti- 
mentos ſhould intercept them, or gain any 


>> 


Intelligence of them. 
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IN another Part of theſe Orders, Admiral 
Hoſier is inſtructed to PER SUADE the Spani- 
ards to let him take them, which I confeſs 
looks, at firſt Sight, ſomewhat romantick and 
ridiculous. : 

THESE Particulars, I ſay, might render 
the whole liable to Suſpicion; but though I 
could not help taking ſome Notice of them, 
I would not be thought to infer from hence 
the Impoſſibility of their being authentzck ; 
for though I have a very bad Opinion of the 
Pamphleteer, IJ cannot think that he would 
dare to impoſe upon the World in a Matter 
of ſuch Conſequence ; but fince it was 
thought neceſſary to give the Publick ſome 
Satisfaction in this Affair, J could wiſh he 
had favoured ns with A LL theſe Inſtructions 
at Length and entire (for this does not ap- 
pear to be the Caſe) that we might have been 
able to form a true Judgment upon a View of 
the hole, which cannot be ſo well done by 
Scraps and Extratts. 

HowEveR, it appears from theſe Orders 
themſelves (as he hath thought fit to publiſh 
them) that /fopping the Galleons was to be 
their chief Care, and that they were not to 
riſque the Succeſs of it upon any Account. 
I will therefore leave it to the Judgment 
of Mankind, whether any prudent Officer, 
under ſuch a ſrict and particular Injun- 
tion, would run the leaſt Hazard of fail- 
ing in that main Point, by endeayour- 


ing 


ES] 
ing to protect our Merchants. It is cer- 
tain, at leaſt, that the Spaniards did, and 
do ſtill continue their Outrages with very 
little Moleſtation, and without any con ſide- 
rable Repriſals made on our Parts: Nay, 
the Commanders of our Squadrons were ſo 


far from giving any Aſſiſtance to our Mer- 


chants in thoſe Seas, that it is well known 
the Exigences of the publick Service obliged 
them to make ſuch an Impreſs on their Ships 
(to ſupply the great Loſs and Deſtruction of 
the Men on board our Squadrons) as ren- 
dered them unable to perform their Voyages. 
Hs reaſoning therefore on this Head is 
reduced to one of theſe Points; either firſt, 
that the Naval Force ſent to thoſe Parts was 
not ſufficient to perform ſuch different Fer- 
wices ; or ſecondly, that our Admiral and 
Commanders did apprehend themſelves to 
be confined or embaraſſed by ſome Cautions 
and Limitations; or thirdly, that they ei- 
ther neglected, or did not under tand their 
Duty; which would be ſuch a Reflection 
upon the Skill, Courage and Integrity of 
| thoſe excellent Officers, as will not eaſily 
paſs upon the World. | 5 
THE Pamphleteer hath produced Part 
of one Letter from Admiral Hoſcer, in which 
he gives an Account, contrary to the gene- 
ral Opinion here till this Time, that the 
Spaniards had diſembarked their Treaſure, 
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(6) 
and ſent it back to Panama, before he ar- 
rived in the Baſlimentos: Upon which this 
Writer obſerves, that he could not have 
taken any Thing but empty Hulks; and 
then ſeems to think himſelf very ſmart in 
asking, Whether ſuch a Pledge would have 
had much Influence on the Counſels of Spain? 
To which I reply, firſt, that this is nothing 
to the Purpoſe; becauſe it is plain, that the 
Admiral had no Power to ſieze the Galleons, 


in caſe they had not been unloaded ; ſo that 


his Arrival could have no other Effect, than 
that of\ their own Advice-Boat, to make 
them ſecure their Treaſure. Secondly, I 
do not think it would have been ſuch bad 
Policy to have taken even the empry HTulks, 
or burnt them in the Port (ſo that the Ha- 
niards could have no farther uſe of them) 
and to have failed immediately to Vera 
Cruz, and ſeized the Flora, inſtead of lying 
ſo long to watch empty Hulks, till our own 
Ships became vrotten, and almoſt empty 
Hulks themſelves. | | „ 

T1 couLD wiſh, for the farther Informa- 
tion and Satisfaction of the Publick, that the 
Pamphleteer had found it convenient to give 
us the Sight of all Admiral Hoſzer's Letters; 
for no doubt he muſt, have ſent ſeveral during 
his long and diſaſtrous Continuance on that 
Station ; from whence perhaps we might 
have had ſome farther Light into this Affair, 
or collected at leaſt what his Opinion was of 
Un the 


7 4 


the Nature of his Inſtrut#ions, and the Con- 
duct of that Expedition; however, it is 
well known in what Manner he expreſſed 
himſelf upon ſeveral Occaſions, both at Ja- 
maica, and in Letters to his Friends in 
England. | 

I aM ready to ſubſcribe, with the great- 
eſt Pleaſure and Sincerity, to all the Enco- 
miums, which this Writer makes on Sir 
Charles Wager ; whom I know to be a 
Gentleman of the moſt amiable Character 
both in publick and private Life. I am 
confident that no Difficulties or Dangers 
could deter him from doing his Duty.; thar 
no Temptations could prevail upon him to 
betray his Truſt, and that he did not want 
the greateſt Skill and Abilities to execute it. 
I have the ſame good Opinion of Sir John 
Jennings, and other Commanders, who were 
ſent upon thoſe Services; and when the 
 Pampbleteer was in his panegyrical Strain, I 
could wiſh that. he had done Juſtice to their 
Characters, and likewiſe paid ſome ſmall 
Tribute of Gratitude to the Memory of thoſe 
brave Officers, who had the Misfortune to 
periſh (I was going to ſay, were ſacrificed ) 
in the Service of their Country. But they 

are dead, and have it not now in their Power 
to juſtify themſelves or to accuſe others. 

Bur to return —— I do not find by the 
Orders given to Sir Charles Wager, the 22d 
of December 1726, that he was impowered 
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to intercept any Ships with J7ores, Ammus 


nition.or Proviſions, bound for the Spaniſh 
Camp, then in Sight of Gzbraltar, in order 


to beſiege it; nor inſtructed, even by the 


ſoft Endeavours of Per/waſion, or other- 
wile, to get them or their Cargo into his Poſ- 
ſeſſion, in order to diſable them from begin- 
ning Hoſtilities, notwithſtanding the ſame 
Orders directed him to reinforce the Garri- 
ſon of Gibraltar, which was then going to 
be beſieged, by ſending the Land Forces 
then on board Admiral Hopſon's Squadron, 
and in caſe of Need, to give all the Relief 
and Alſiftance he was able to the ſaid Gar- 
riſon; though I have been credibly informed, 


the Spaniardt were permitted to paſs by our 


Squadron, even under the Stern of the Ad- 
miral, and fafely land Stores, Proviſions, 
Ammunition and other Neceſſaries for the 
Siege of that Place. . 
Ir this be true, as I am aſſured it is, I 
ſhould be glad ro know for what Reaſons 
his In/flirafons ran in that ſoft Strain, or 
why ſo much Complailance was ſhewn to 
the Spaniards, upon the Occaſion of ſuch 
an undiſguiſed Deſign againſt that important 
Fortreſs. I am the more defirous to know 
this, becauſe I am ſure it could not proceed 
from any want of Vigilance or Zeal in that 
brave and excellent Officer, who is a Man of 
roo eſtabliſhed a Character to ſuffer in any 
Body's Opinion, by the oblique and un- 
generous 


C9} - 
genervus Inſinuation of this: Writer, after 
all his Compliments, that he was not attend: | 
ed with his former good Fortune. 
Tu Pampbleteer, having thus refuted 
the Objections againſt the ſuppoſed Inacti- 
vity of our Squadrons, by producing ſome 

Parts of the Inſtructious to the Commanders 
of them, and ſhewn, as he tells us, hat 
the Loſſes of our Merchants have not been 
owing to any want of that Care, which the 
Government ought always to take for the 
Protection of our Trade; he proceeds 
in the next Place, to give us ſome Account 
of thoſe Captures, which he ſays are not 
near ſo conſiderable as they have been re- 
preſented; and having prefaced this Part like- 
wiſe, with a great many angry Reflections, 
he produces a Liſt of Twenty-ſix Ships, 
which he would have us believe to be ALL 
that we have really loſt. _——— His Addreſs 
3 3 up this Account is very remark- 
able. „ 
1. WE are told this is an exact Liſt of all 
ſuch Ships as have been taken by the Hani. 
ards in the Weſt Indies, ſince the Concluſion 
of the Treaty of Hanover. But why ſhould 
he confine it thus to Place hag” me ? 1 
mentioned, indeed, only three Tears paſt, 
| becauſe of the Frequency 6f the Captures 
during that Time; but if I had undertaken 
to give the Publick an Account of all our 
Loſes, I ſhould certainly have begun my Ac- 
C count 


| 
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( 10) 
count a great deal farther back. Much leſs 
ſhould 1 have limited it to the Weſt Indies; 
ſince I preſume that Ships taken in the Ocean 
and other Seas, are as much Loſſes to our 
Merchants, as thoſe taken in America, and 
that they have the ſame Right to expect Re- 
paration for them. 

2. THis is a Liſt of ſuch Captures only, 
as have been, at any Time, conveyed to the 
Knowledge of the Government, either by the 
immediate Complaints of the Merchants 
concerned in thoſe Captures, their Repreſen- 
tations to the Commiſſioners for Trade and 
Plantations, or the Accounts tranſmitted by 
his Majeſty's Miniſters and Conſuls abroad; 
which is what I ſuppoſe he means by the moſt 
authentick Teſtimonies, But is it to be in- 
ferred from hence, as he ſeems to do, that 
no more Loſſes haye been ſuſtained than 
what have been thus formerly complained of? 
I grant indeed, that no Merchant can expect 
Reparation, who does not give in the Par- 
ticulars of his Loſſes ; but it is well known 
that many of theſe Suferers did not do this, 
which might proceed from different Cauſes. 
Several Metchants, who reſide in our Plan- 
tat ions and Setflements abroad, might not 
have Opbortunity to tranſmit the Parti- 
eulars of their Loſſes, and authorize their 
Agents to make a regular Complaint; for, 
if I am not miſinformed, ſome Com- 


plaints 


T7 

plaints were aQually brought in, after the 
Account was cloſed, and therefore not 
inſerted in it. Others might neglect to do it, 
by deſpairing of Succeſs, and thinking, perhaps, 
that the Proſpect of Reparation would not 
anſwer the Trouble of complaining. 

The Publick, I believe, will ſoon ſee a true 
Account of our Loſſes, by the Depredations 
of the Spaniards, both in the Weft. Indies 
and in other Seas, from a proper Period of 
Time, which will more fully ſhew the Falla- 
cy of this partial Liſt, which ought to be re- 
ſented with the utmoſt Indignation, as an In- 


ſult on the Misfortunes and Calamities of the 


Britiſh Merchants. 

I a M told that the Pamphleteer had a De- 
ſign to oblige us likewiſe, in this Piece, with 
a counter L of thoſe Ships which we have 
taken from the Spaniards, during the late 
Diſturbances, and that this was actually prin- 


ted, but afterwards cancelled and ſuppreſſed. 
I am ſorry to hear that any Motives could in- 


duce ſo impartial a Writer to rob us of this 
Catalogue, which was not only very proper, 
but would no Doubt give great Satisfaction to 
the Publick. | | 

The only Objection, ſays the Pamphleteer, 
that remains to be anſwered upon this Point 
of the Spaniſh Degredations, ic with Regard 
zo Letters of Marque and Reprizal, & which 
the Traders might have been authorized to 
make themſelves Reparation, He acknow- 
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(12) 
ledges that the Merchants, in the Situation 
we were then in with Regard to Spain, had 
a Right, both by our own Law and that of 
Nations, to demand ſuch Letters. He then 
proceeds to juſtify the Miniſtry (which I 
hope wants no Juſtification) by thewing that 
ſuch Letters were not refufed. Thoſe are 
his Words, But how does he ſthew it 2 why, 
he gives us ?wo Inſtances of Owners of Ships, 
who did apply for them (upon an Order pub- 
liſhed in the Gagette) and were actually re- 
Faſed, and does not produce one Inftance of 
any Man whatſoever, to whom they were 

ranted. 


HE tells us indeed, by Way of Apology 


for this Refuſal, that the Preliminary Treaty 


having been for ſome time negotiating at Pa- 


ris, his late Majeſty thought proper to defer 


 #ſſuing theſe Commiſſions, till he ſhould ſee 


the Succeſs of that Negotiation. He adds, 
that the Preliminary Articles were ſigned 


at Parzs, the 2oth of May, and that 


Draug hits of Inſiructions to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, for granting Letters of Marque, 
were ſigned by his late Majeſty after the 21ft 
of April. As therefore the Præliminary 
Treaty had been ſome time negotiating at 
Paris, the Queſtion is, whether this Treaty 
was not aCtually negotiating at the Time, 
when hig Order was publiſhed in theGazerre; 
and if it was, why was the Order publiſhed 
atall ? ſince it could only tend ro putting the 

f Mer. 


TWP » 
Merchants upon equipping Ships, for this 
Service (as J am told ſeveral did at Briſtol) 
to no Purpoſe, and at a great Expence. | 

Tris therefore is ſuch a Juſtification of 
the Miniſtry, as Iam ſure you, Mr. D' Anvers, 
would be afraid to publiſh. 

Hs proceeds, in the laſt Place, to expoſe 
the Clamour, that hath been raiſed againſt 
the Negotiations at Soiſſons, and the Projet? 
of Accommodation, which hath cauſed fo 
much Diſpute. 
 IconFEss, it gives me ſome Pleaſure to 
find that I was right in my Conjecture, that 
if any ſuch Project were really in Agitation, 
it would not bear the Name of a Trxce ; for 
lol. it is not called a Trace ; It is a provi ſſo- 
nal Treaty ; though, for my Part, I am not 
able to diſcover any Difference between them, 
unleſs it be in the Sound ; for a Proviſional 
Treaty does not ſeem to imply, any more 
than a Trace, a final Determination of all 
Differences (which is ſo much wanted) but 
only a Suſpenſion of them for a Time. 

Tar Preliminary Treaty was, properly 
ſpeaking, a Proviſional Treaty, as it was to 
provide for ſomething farther at the Con- 
oreſs; but that the Negotiations at this Aſ- 
ſembly ſhould end in a Proviſional Treaty 
_ only, is not what we had Reaſon to expect 
from the Aſſurances ſo often given us. 

I canNorT forbear obſerving, in this 
Place, the various Denominations under 
which 


r 


LR who . 
—— — og 


2 


* 


2 — — 
. — La 
4 a 28 
. — x ů — — 
— eg r _ 


2 


—— — — . — 
Ot ae ie er eee reno 


(14. 

which this Treaty hath paſſed. At firſt we 
were promiſed a full, formal and eſtabliſhed 
Peace ; but ſoon after the Concluſion of the 
left Seſſion, it was called, in the Foreign 
Prints, a Paciſication; and after that an T- 
dea of a Pacification : then it was a Truce, 
and bore that Name in all Papers, Foreign 
and Domeſtick, for ſeveral Months together; 
at laſt, according to this Writer, it is neither 
a Peace, nor a Paciſication, nor an Idea of 
a Pacification, nor a Truce, but a Provi- 
ſional Treaty. | 

WELL! if a Peace could not be obtain- 
ed, and a Trace would not go down; e'cn 
let it be a Proviſional Treaty, or what elſe 
they pleaſe. I ſcorn to inſiſt upon Names 
with theſe Gentlemen ; bur will examine the 
Treaty itſelf, as it is given us by the Pam- 


pbleteer. 


Ir is ſomewhat ſtrange, that a Writer, 
who takes upon himſelf tuch an Air of Au- 
thority, ſhould condeſcend to borrow his 
Materials from the Poſt- Boy; and more 
ſtrange, that he ſhould charge me with 427 


fecting to call this Treaty a Truce, when 


he cannot be ignorant that the Poſt-Boy, 
from which he quotes the Articles, as 
well as the Dutch Prints, from whence the 
Poſt-Boy tranſlated them, and all Papers, 


for at leaſt two Months before I wrote 


my firſt Letter, called it conſtantly by that 


Name. 
WHEN 


2 


(15) 
| Wren I firſt undertook this Examina- 
tion of the pretended Project of a Truce, 
I treated it as chimerical, or the Invention 
of ill deſigning Men, and argued from the 
Defetts of the Articles, that I could not be- 
lieye them to be genuine. What therefore 
could induce this Mriter to affirm, that we 
have not ſo much as pretended to ſhew that 
this Project is deficient, in not providing for 
all thoſe Points, that have been the Subject 
of the late Diſputes between Great Britain 
and foreign Powers; when the whole Tenor 
of that Letter was to prove the Defects of 
it, by a very circumſtantial Induction of Par- 
ticulars > — But in this he not only ad- 
vances a Falſhood, but contradiffs himſelf, 
as ſuch Writers are apt to do; for in the ve- 
ry Page before this Aſſertion, that we have 

not ſo much as pretended to ſhew that this 
Project is deficient, he tells us, that he ſhall 
make ſome Obſervations on the O8JEcTIONS 

which theſe Writers have made to it. 
NEITRER can it ſurely be forgot, that 
the Author of the Brizzſh Journal repre- 
ſented this Project, and theſe very Articles 
in the ſame Manner as chimerical, and 
charged me with trumping them up, z# 
order to aſperſe the Miniſters with odious 
Deſigns. He called them beſides unin- 
telligible Projects, dark Things and ili 
meant Reports, which bear no Sign of Cre- 
dibility, and do not deſerve the Name of 
| Intelli- 


Intelligence; ſo that when theſe Articles 
had been given up, in this Manner, by a 
Mriter (who, I was informed, had Acceſs 
to a Per ſon in Authority) it would have 
been ridiculous to enter into a farther Detail 
of the Defects of them. — But now ( ac- 
cording to the uſual Iuconſiſtency of theſe 
Men, and their deſultory Method of Rea- 
ſoning) we are to unbelieve every Thing 
which we were taught to believe about /ix 
| Weeks ago. Thele unintelligble Projects, 
i which it was Faction at that Time even to 
mention, are now acknowledged to be real- 
WT ly genuine; the whole Succeſs of our Nego- 
| riations is put upon them, and they are made 
the Baſis of our future Settlement. — Some 
farther Obſervations therefore are now be- 
come ſeaſonable and requiſite. 

Hes tells us that, by 7his Treaty, we ob- 
tain, the plaineſt and moſt direct Acknow- 
ledgment and Confirmation of our Right to 
Ut all our Poſſeſſions, and to all our Privileges 
uſe in Trade, even thoſe which had been dil- 
Wi) puted, in Oppoſition to preceding Treaties. 
ll Burt in what Manner is this Acknowledgment 
i and Confirmation obtained? The Pamphle- 
teer proves it thus: By the ſecond Article, 
1 the Treaties of Utrecht, Raſtad and Baden, 
l the Treaty of the Hague in 1717, together 
with the Quadruple Alliance, and ALL the 
Treaties and Conventions antecedent to 1725, 
the Preliminary Articles, and the Conven- 
tion 
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tion figned at the Pardo, which are made 
the Baſis and Foundation f the preſent 
Treaty; and being expreſly confirmed by 

it, without any Refriffion , Time, what- 
ſoever hath been ſtipulated in our Favour, 
in any of thoſe Treaties and Conventions, 
receives à new and perperual Sanction by 
This — upon which I obſerve, 

I. THAT I cannot comprehend how a 
Temporary Treaty, which I take a Proviſional 
Treaty to be, can give a perpernal Sanction 
to any Thing, Ds 
2. Canca Treaty be properly called per- 
petual (though not expreſly limited to any 
Time) or be faid to give a perpetual San- 
&10n, which does not finally adjuſt one Point 
in Diſpute, but leaves them to the Determina- 
tion of Commiſſioners, and conſequently ſub- 
ject to future Debates 2 

3. SUPPOSING this Treaty leaves us 

upon the Foot of former Treaties, is it not 
well known that the Senſe of /ome of thoſe 
Treaties hath been diſputed; and may they 
not be diſputed again, and occaſion the ſame 
Diſturbances? | 85 
IVWòILL inſtance only in the Caſe of 
Gibraltar. As the ſecond Article of this 
Treaty is verbatim the ſame with the /econd 
Article of the Preliminary Treaty (both 
of which relate to our Poſfeſſions in general; 
for Gibraltar is not particularly mentioned 
in either) I cannot ſee how we are better ſe- 
cured againſt the Pretenſions of Spain to 


618) 
this Place, than we were by the Prælimi- 
nary Articles ; and is it not notorious that 
the Spaniards have inſiſted, and do yet in- 
fiſt, that their Pretenſions, founded upon . a 
Promiſe under the Hand of his late Majeſty, 
in the Year 1721, is confirmed by the ſaid 
Preliminaries? And as they inſiſt to have 
this pretended Promiſe cleared and adjuſted 
in the Congreſs in their Favour ; ſo as we 
maintain, on the other Hand, that theſe Pre- 


Zenſions to Gibraltar, however founded, are 


given up by this ſecond Article, it is equally 
incumbent upon us to inſiſt that the Præ- 
liminaries ſhould be ſo explained in our Fa- 
vour, as to exclude all Doubts and Queſti- 
ons upon them for the future; for as this is 
the moſt important Point with Relation to 
Great-Britain, it is reaſonable that it ſhould 
be ſecured to us, in this Treaty, by a parti- 
cular Article to explain it, as ſome. other 


Things of leſs Conſequence have found, which 


ſeem to require no Explanation, and are as 
fully and clearly provided for, in the ſecond 
Article of this Treaty. 

It muſt be farther obſerved, ſays the 
Pamphleteer, that by this Article, and by 
the third and fifth, we are effeffually ſe- 
cured from all the dangerous Engagements, 
contained in the publick and private Trea- 
Zies of Vienna.— T hoſe dangerous Engage- 
ments were, as he tells us, ſe 

x. That the trading Subjetts of the Em- 
pero r ſhould be treated in theDominions of 
| TT Spain 


SS” NT 
EP 1.2 
Spain MORE FAVOURABLY than thoſe of 
Great-Britain. But this appears to be falſe 
from the Treaty it ſelf, which mentions only 
that they ſhould be treated as the mo? fa- 
voured Nations, which other Treaties pro- 
vide for #s, who are to be always looked 
upon as Gens amiciſſima ; and conſequently 
whatever Privileges the Emperor, or any 
other Prince, may obtain for their Subjects, 
from his Catholic Majeſty, muſt be con- 
ceded to us, at the fame Time, by Virtue of 
thoſe former Treaties. But how are we 
now ſecured from the dangerous Engage- 
ments of the Vienna Treaty, unleſs by a 
Declaration of his Carholick Majeſty, that 
he never underſtood to grant, by the ſaid 
Treaty of Vienna, any Privilege contrary to 
the Treaty confirmed with us, nor to give to 
the Subjects of his Imperial Majeſty any 
greater Advantages than thoſe enjoyed by 
any other Nations; This is no more than 
what both the Courts of Vienna and Madrid 
have from the Beginning declared. Yet as 
this hath been a laboured Point, and ſtrenu- 
ouſly aſſerted by us, as well in Parliament 
as elſewhere, and made the Baſis of the Hau- 
over Treaty, as of the utmoſt Importance to 
this Kingdom, a Declaration only in this 
Caſe can be of no more Force and Virtue 
than it hath hitherto been, whilſt the Vienna 
Treaty ſubſiſts in every Part as much as it 
did the firſt Day it was made. | 
2. That the Emperor, in caſe his good 
5 D 2 Offices 
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Offices were ine ſectual, would aſſiſt his Ca- 
tholick Majeſtiy to recover Gibraltar 6y 
Force — This likewiſe does not appear by 
the Treaty; nor did his Imperial ' Majeſty, 
as far as I ever heard, give the Haniards 
the leaſt Aſliſtance, when they actually be- 
ſieged that Fortreſs. | 

3. That Spain would by Arms aſſiſt the 
Emperor in carrying on the Oſtend Trade, 
which is to be ſuſpended by this Treaty. It 
muſt be owned indeed the Dutch are ex- 
trcamly happy (if this Proviſion content 
them) in having ſuch Advocates, or rather 
Champions, to ſupport their Quarrels; whilſt 
our Fleets and Armies, at the Expence of our 
Treaſure, and the Lives of ſo many brave 
Men, have procured them theſe Conccſſions, 
and they remain unactive in all Parts, reap- 


ing the Benefit of our Quarrels, and driving 


on the Trade of the whole World, and at the 
lame Time courted (to ſay no more) to 
eſpouſe their own Intereſt. 

AN p here it muſt be repeated, that though 
it has been diſputed whether the Oſend Char- 
ter is an Infraction of former Treaties; yet 
ſince it is made a Point, and inſiſted upon to 
be prejudicial to our Commerce. and we are 
bound by Treaties to ſupport the Dutch in 
theſe Pretenſious, it might ſeem perhaps ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to have this Affair finally 
adjuſted, ſo as never to break out again, or 
at leaſt to be received in any ſhort Time, 
whereby Europe may be engaged in the like 
Quarrel 


: ( 
Quarrel, in which England muſt bear the 
greateſt Part, if not made the only Hrinci- 
J; and therefore it is not ſo abſurd to ex- 
pect that the Emperor ſhould put an End to 

this Diſpute by revoking his Charter. 
Bur it is pretty extraordinary, that con- 
ſidering the great Intereſt we have in this 
Affair (as it is affirmed) and the Point we 
have made of it, there ſhould be no Notice 
taken of us, in the Article, which provides 
for its Suſpenſion, nor ſo much as a Com- 
pliment made to us for our generous Inter- 

oſition. © i 

4. And laſily, (pray obſerve him I) our 
Apprehenſions were, that there might be 
Engagements in Favour of the Pretender — 
Alas how do the Os&/ervatzons fall ſhort of 
| that Spirit, which appeared in the Enquiry. 
ere we lee the Author rouzing up the Na- 
tion to a juſt Reſentment of thoſe dangerous 
- Engagements in Favour of the Pretender. 
We ſee him affirming, with the greareſt Con- 
fidence, that ſoon after the Publication of 
the Vienna Treaties of Peace and Commerce, 
they had poſitive Intelligence, and Intelli- 
gence from more than one Perſon, and ſuch 
as could be intirely depended on, that one 
expreſs Article of this Alliance between the 
Emperor and Spain contained an Obligation 
in Favour of the Pretender, We have not 
his Authority for it only, but the Aſſurance 
of a certain Gentleman, in Parliament, that 
he knew,and was ab/olutely convinced of the 
Truth 


(22) 
Truth of this. We had the Addreſſes of the 
whole Kingdom juſtly inflamed on this Oc- 
caſion. We had his Excellency Mr. Iſaac 
Leheup's vigorous Remonſtrances at the Diet 
of Ratzsbon, in the very Teeth of the Em- 
peror, concurring in and affirming the ſame 
Charge. Nay, we had ſtill much greater Au- 
thority, even Authority from the Throne; for 
did not his late Majeſty declare that * he had 
certain and undoubted Intelligence that it 
was reſolved to attempt an In vaſion of theſe 
Kingdoms, in Conſequence of a ſecret Ar- 
ticle to this Purpoſe, and was not the Impe- 
rial Miniſter ordered to depart the Kingdom, 
in a very abrupt Manner, for denying any 
ſuch Engagement or Deſign in his Maſler's 
Name? And after all theſe repeated Afi 
rauces, after all theſe extraordinary Steps, 
are we fallen ſo low as to acknowledge thar 
we had Apprehenſions only that there might 
be Engagements in Favour of the Preten- 
der? — If this Scribbler takes upon him 
ro advance Facts of leſs Conſequence, he 
may depart from them (as he generally does, 
when Expedienuts are wanting) without hurt- 
ing any Body; but in Affairs of this high 
Nature, he ought not to meddle, let who 
will be his Iuſtructor, without good Grounds 
and ſufficient Authority? 
FoR my Part, I was always willing to 
believe (for the Honour of his /ate Majeſty 
and the Britiſh Nation, as well as out of 
 * Vide, his Speech at the opening of the Seſſion in 1727, 


Regard 


: 623) 
Regard to thoſe who drew, or adviſed, or ap- 
proved that Speech) that we had ſomething 
more than bare Apprehenſions to juſtify us in 
ſuch Declarations and extraordinary Pro- 
ceedings ; for the Honour of the Crown is a 
Thing ofa very ſacred Nature, and ought not 
to be trifled with on any Occaſion, or made 
an Inſtrument to ſerve miniſterial Purpoſes. 
Kine James the firſt oblerves very juſt- 
ly (in a Speech to his Parliament, in the 
firſt Year of his Reign ; which is, perhaps; 
the beſt that he ever made) that Speeches 
from the Throne ſhould be plain and ſincere: 
By Sincerity (ſays he) J mean that Upright- 
neſs and Honeſty, which ought to be in a 
Kings whole Speeches and Actions ; that as 
far as à King is, in Honour, above his Sub- 
jects, ſo far ſhould be ſtrive, in Sincerity, 
to be above them all; and that his Tongue 
ſhould be the true Meſſenger of his Heart. 
YET 7his King, at the latter End of his 
Reign, was drawn in by Buckingham to make 
a falſe Repreſentation of the Spaniſh Affair 
to his Parliament; which had its Effect ſo 
far, as to make Buckingham a little popular 
for the preſent, at his Majeſty's Expence; but 
as ſoon as the People found themſelves im- 
poſed upon, they gave no Credit to the A. 
ſertions and Aſſurances of this lying Mini- 
ſter any more. 
Nay, we have a much later and more 
remarkable Inſtance of the Effect of any ſup- 
poſed Endeavours to proſtitute the Honour of 


the 
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the Crown ; for it cannot be forgot that a cer. 


tain Gentleman thought fit to make it an Ar- 


ticle of Impeachment againſt the late Earl of 
Oxford, that he had corrupted the ſacred Foun- 
tainof Truth, and putFalſhoods into the Mouth 
of Majeſty, in Order to obtain the Sanction 
of Parliament to his traiterous Proceedings, 
I HorEr this Digreſſion, upon ſo impor- 
tant a Point, will not be thought unſeaſona- 
ble.—1 now return to the roviſſonal Treaty; 
the eighth Article of which is ſo very re- 
markable, that I muſt beg Leave to tranſcribe 
it at length. ; 
VIII. Commiſſioners ſhall alſo be appornt- 
ed on the Part of his Moſt Chriſtian Maje- 
ſty, his Catholick Majeſty, and the States- 
General, who ſhall examine all Grievances 
whatever, without any Exception, which 
the ſaid Parties concerned had to propoſe 
reſpettively, either for the Reſtitution of 
Ships ſeized or taken, or in Relation to Com- 
merce: And the examining of what is ſti- 
pulated both by the preſent Article, and the 
foregoing ( which relates likewiſe to Com- 


merce and Prizes) muſt not exceed the Ter 


of two Years. | 
Tris Article, I think, ſtands in need of 


very little Animadverſion. What Reaſon 


could there be why we are not included in 
this Commiſſion, as well as the Spaniards, 
who are equally Parties, and are made, by 
this Article, Jadges of the Diſpute between 
themſelves and us? I {hall only obſerve 
— . farther, 


OT ( 25 ) 


farther; that our Privileges in Trade will no 
doubt be very glorioutly adjuſted and ſe- 


cured, when one Power, who is our worſt 
Enemy, and two others, who are our moſt 
dangerous Rivals, are made the Arbitrators. 

Bu r, to conclude ; if it is really true, that 
the Emperor and the King of ain did en- 
ter into all, or any of theſe dangerows Eu- 
gagements, I could with to ſee them formal. 
ty renounced and annihilated; for I till 
think that a ſolemn Caſſation of the Trea- 
ties of Vienna, would ſecure theſe our moſt 
important Intereſts more effeftually than is 


done by the fore mentioned Articles, which 


leave them upon the precarious Foot of for- 


mer Treaties, which we have already found 
zneffefiual to theſe Ends. 115 


Fo R, when different Interpretations have 


been put upon the fame Treaties by different 


Powers; when Objections have been ſtarted 
on both Sides; when contrary Claims and 


Pretenſions have been made, and embroiled 


Europe for ſeveral Vears; what other effectual 


Method can be uſed to ſecure us againſt the 
like Diſputes and Diſturbances for the future, 


than finally to adjuſt the Senſe of ſuch 


Treaties, and confirm the reſpective Rights, 
Privileges and Poſſeſſions of the Powers con- 


Terued, in the plaineſi, moſt direct and ex- 
plicite Manner 2 | 


AND if the Powers, wich whom we are 


concerned, do really underſtand theſe Ar- 
ticles in the ſame Senſe, which the Pamphle- 


E Lb freer, 
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ther bath put upon them, why ſhould they 
vefuſe to make us ealy by a particular Ex- 
DIanation 2 Or, if they do actually refuſe 
this, is there any Room to doubt, that they 
have ſome Reaſons for preferring dark and 
Whrrgu0us Terms? 
Bur it may be objetled, ſays the Pain 
phletèer, that I have miſpent my Time and 
Labour, in endeavouring to ſilenre the Cla- 


mou which hate been raiſed againſt that 


particular Form of a Peace, Which hath 
een the Object of our late Negotiations, 
'fince it does not appear that the King of 
Spain 1 diſpoſed to accept even of theſe 
Terms. Why truly that is a very material 
Objection, and may ariſe perhaps from a 
determined Reſolution, not to come to 
any Terms with us, after what hath paſſed, 
without obtaining his favorrite Ends. 

H x tells us indeed, but 1 Lines before, 
in his uſual ſelf. contradicting Stile, that none 
of the Powers concerned have hitherto given 
Jef Cauſe to conclude that they will reject 

Now methinks where there is an appa- 


| ewe Diſpoſit ion not to accept, there is ſome 
Cauſe to conclude that they will rejett it; 


but whatever Reaſons there may be 5 
it abroad, I am ſure there are many at Home. 
Ir is, at beſt, by his own Confeſſion, 


f only a Plan or a Pro We which is not yet 


accepted. But let us ſuppoſe it accepted, for 


Argument ſake. Nay, let us go farther, and 
er — fake likewiſe, Toppoſe it ro be 
a good 


a pod due; "the Queſtion will Nill 'Teturt, 
7hether we have taken the ſhor7e/t, the /zaſt 
dangerous, 'or the leaſt expenſiuve Methods to 
accomplifh it. But to glory in Meaſurer, 
which have not ſucceeued, whether commend- 
able or nor, and have only a bre Probabi- 
 lity of Succeſs, is certainly very extraordinary. 
ILASTL X, Let us examine this Affair 
with reſpect to the Time we have been about 
ir. The Pamphleteer indeed ſays, and ſeems 
to triumph upon it, that rhis PROGRESS 
rowards the Eſtabliſhment uf à general 
Peace hath been made in à few Mou he, af- 
ter the opening of the Congreſs. But how 
much Time, as well as Money, did we ſpend 
in Expeditions, Embaſſies, Negotiations, 
Preliminaries. and Rati cat ions before the 
Congreſe was opened? Nay, though we date 
the preſent Diſturbances but 7hree Nears 
back, it is certain that we have not been in a 
State of perfect Amity, and free Commerce 
with Hain for above theſe /even Years, paſt. 
But by the great Sigacity and Penetration of 
certain Gentlemen (to ſay nothing of ſecret 
Service Money) we have at laſt (according to 
this Writer) ſome Hopes of being, one Time 
or another, in almoſt as good a Condition as 
we were in, before our Affairs were thus em- 
broiled. RE JG WR | 
TH1s puts me in Mind of Sir Epicure 
Mammon, in the Alchymiſt, who when he 
had ſpent his whele Eftate in ſearch of 
the Phulofopher's Stone, was _ ed 
| cer 
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ter bath put upon them, why ſhould they 
Yetuſe to make us ealy by a particular Ex- 
planation ? Or, it he 40 actually refuſe 
his, is there any Room to doubt, that they 
have ſome Reaſons for preferring dark and 
ambiguous Terme? 
BU r it may be oljected, ſays the pal. 
phletèer, that I have miſpent my Time and 
Labour, in endeavouring to ſtlente the Cla- 
ours 'which hate been raiſed againſt that 
Particular Form of a Peace, which hath 
een the Object of our late Negotiations, 
inc it does not appear that the King of 
Spain 75 diſpoſed to accept even of theſe 
Terms. Why truly that is a very material 
Obfection, and may ariſe perhaps from a 
* Reſolution, not to come to 
any Terms with us, after what hath paſſed, 
wirhout obtaining his favourite Ends. 
H tells us indeed, but two Lines before, 
in his uſual ſelf. contradicting Stile, that none 
of the Powers concerned have hitherto given 
Juſt Cauſe to conclude that they will reject 
it. Now methiuks where there is an appa- 


rent Diſpoſition not to accept, there is ſome 


Cauſe to conclude that they will rejett it; 
but whatever Reaſons there may be againſt 
It abroad, I am ſure there are many at Home. 

Ir is, at beſt, by bis own Confeſſion, 


only a Plan or a Pro 0 which is not yet 


accepted. But let us ſuppoſe it accepted, for 


Argument take. Nay, let us go farther, and 
N. Argument fake like wiſe, ſuppoſe it to be 
a good 


Cree 1 


a pov vie; the Queſtion will Nill returt, 
Whether we have taken the ſhor7e/t, the /zaft 
dangerous, or the leaſi expenſive Methods to 
accompliſh it. But to glory in Meaſurer, 
which have not ſuccecuea, whether conimend- 
able or not, and have only a bre Probabi- 
lity of Succeſs, is certainly very extraordinary. 
IAST IL x, Let us examine this Affair 
with reſpect to the Time we-have been about 
it. The Pamphleteer indeed ſays, and ſeems 
to triumph upon it, that hie PROGRESS 
toto ards the 'Eſtubliſhment uf à general 
Peace hath been mude in à few Mou hs, af- 
ter the opening of the Congreſs, But how 
much Time, as well as Money, did we ſpend 
in Expeditions, Embaſſies, Negotiations, 
Preliminaries and Ratifications before the 
Congreſs was opened? Nay, though we date 

the preſent Diſturbances but 7hree Tears 
back, it is certain that we have not been in a 
State of perfect Amity, and free Commerce 
with Spain for above theſe even Years, palt. 
But by the great Sigacity and Penetration of 
certain Gentlemen (to ſay nothing of ſecret 
Service Money) we have at laſt (according to 
hir Writer) ſome Hopes of being, one Time 
or another, in almoſt as good a Condition as 
ve were in, before our Affairs were thus em- 


broiled. 


TH1s puts me in Mind of Sir Epicure 
Mammon, in the Alchymiſt, who when he 
had ſpent his whole Eftate in ſearch of 
the Philoſapher's Stone, was comforted 


after 


RY 


led all 8 > e r of hi 8 Bad, 


Fx tells us, at the Concluliong, that this Natian 


x99 ry of -our Allies, and 10 theſe Meaſures e ee u: 
e PRESREN TI 'TRANQULLITY.., 1 hall 
M 25 of chat glorious Part, which we haye e 
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1 e. I neither know what they en aged 70 r 
Phat they have actually done for us. But to boaſt of 
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State of Political Purgatory between Peace and ar; 
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. . Charatter. ſubſervient to his Deſigns, Whatever 
Mfeaſur es, or whatever Conduct he finds it neceſſar 
0 approve, are the King's Meaſuren, and the King's 
| Conduft. This is a mean Artifice, which hath been 
. conſtantly practiced of late, by theſe Men, when 
other Arguments are e Bur I dere it — 
not put a Stop to your Enquiries; 1 
NET hath ; Riche.” by. 5 Laus, nds 1 5 
debate theſe Affairs; and I ar {ure bis Maje 'y . 
abhor the Thoughts of abridgings this, Liberty, 
though weak and wicked en endeavour to ſcreen 
4 5 „ under the Protection of "Hip e Name, 
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